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improve the quality of its membership. "We don't want fictitious Party
members even gratis/' he wrote as far back as October 1919.. "The only
party in power that concerns itself not with increasing its membership, but
with improving its quality* which purges its ranks of the limpets which have
'attached' themselves to it, is our Party, the Party of the revolutionary
working dass.M*

He regarded the purge announced by the Central Committee in 1921 as
"being of enormous importance. He exhorted the Party members to purge
the Party of "rascals and bureaucrats., of dishonest or wavering Communists,
and of Mensheviks who have repainted their 'facade5 but who in their hearts
have remained Mensheviks/5 He also stressed the importance of enlisting
the non-Party workers in the task of purging the ranks of the Party. "In
some places/1 he wrote., "the purging of the Party is proceeding mainly
with the aid of the experience and suggestions of non-Party workers ; these
suggestions are being heeded., and the representatives of the non-Party
proletarian masses are being treated with due consideration. This is most
valuable and most important. If we really succeed in this manner in purging
our Party from top to bottom, 'without respect for persons/ the gains for the
revolution will really be enormous."**

He insisted that new members should be accepted with the greatest
circumspection. On once occasion Zinoviev proposed that the probation
period for all new members should be reduced. Lenin, in a letter to Molotov,
the Secretary of the Central Committee, strongly opposed this and proposed
instead that the probation period be reduced only for new members who had
actually worked in large factories for not less than ten years. For other
categories he proposed a longer probation period. He explained that
numerous petty-bourgeois and hostile elements had for various motives
gone to work in factories and were not industrial workers in the true sense of
the word. The danger of these penetrating the Party, particularly under the
New Economic Policy, was very great.

He also demanded that when members of the Young Communist League
were being taken into the Party, investigation should be made as to "whether
they had studied seriously and whether they had learned anything/* and also
"whether they had gone through a long period of serious practical work
(economic, cultural, etc.),"

Lenin conducted all his work in eading the Party and the country, and
all Ms work of developing socialist construction, in conjunction with Stalin,
with whom he was in constant consultation. As was the case during the
period of foreign intervention and civil war, when the Party commissioned
Stalin to go to those fronts where the situation was most critical, and where
the decisive battles were to be fought, so, now, Stalin was placed in charge
of those sectors of the economic front where the victory of the socialist
construction was being decided. One of these crucial sectors was the
Donets Basin, which at that time was the only coal and metallurgical base
the country had, and Stalin took the Donets Basin under his special super-
vision. It was necessary to secure the proper running of the railways, the
Tnfljn economic nerve of the country, and Stalin was appointed to the Com-
mission for the Restoration of the Railways. A tense situation arose w
Siberia, so Lenin wrote to Stalin: "Please pay attention to Dzerzhinsky**
communication about Siberia. The danger that our people will not be abfc

* Lenin, Collected Works, Russ. ed.. Vol. XXIV, p. 484.

** Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. ed., Vol. IX, p. 253.